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ROOMS—Severta 
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NEW-YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1879. 
AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


CADEMY OF MUSIG.—Lacta Dt La eERmoon. 
BOOTH'S THBATRE.—Tae Lirtis Oven 
UNION-SQUABE.—Tuy Barxer’s Davonren 
FIPTH-AV, THEATRE. —Tweo’ ras Dans. * 
STANDARD THEATRE.—H, M. & Porarors 
GILMORE’S GARDEN.—Paprsrrian Cowresn. 
WALLACE’S THEATRE.—A Scrap or Parzr. 
PARK THEATRE,—Engacup, rie 
BROADWAY THEATRE.—H, M. &.-Prrarone 
LYCEUM THEATRE.—Tur Masx Bat. 
NIBLO’S GARDEN.—Tut Biack Crook: 

THE AQUARIUM.—Afternoon and Evening. 

OLYMPIO THEATRE.—H. M. 8. Pruxarors. 

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, —Mowraztsy. 

IRVING HALL.—Farr axp Coxcerr. 

THEATRE COMIQUE.—Vanterr. 

ST. JAMES THEATRE.—over American Covsm. 

MASONIC HALL.—Tax Mmcera Matinée. 
ee eee 
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THE NEW-YORK TIMES. 
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: TERMS, POSTAGE PAID, 
Wee Dany Tomes per annum, including the 

Sunday. Edition ...... ae Oe neh nda tnnininapl -$12 00° 
Tux Dany Truss, per sunam, exclusive of the 
The Sunday Edition, perauhum,................. 2 00 
Tux Sex Weexcr Tors, perannum............ 250 
Tus Weee.t Tores per annum. ................6 100 


BRANOM OFFICES OF THE TIMES 
Aux Ties Up-town Ofice—No. 1,258 Broadway, 
Paris OMice of Tas Toxms—No, 39 Rue de Lafayette. 
Tae Trees is On sale in London at No, 449 Strand, W. 
pric baton Gillig & Co,, and at Mr. Stevens’, No. 
Trafalgar-square. 





TESS ON RES 
The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 


*, for to-day, in the Middle Atlantic States, 


‘warmer, clear, followed by cloudy weather, 
‘northerly, backing to southerly winds,jand fall- 
ing barometer. 
eee 
The majority listened to a temperate but 
very forcible speech from Mr. Hoar yester- 
‘day not without considerable ‘impatience. 
Mr. Hoar set forth at length the facts 
which prove that any attempt to coerce the 
President by stopping the ordinary supplies 
of the Government was not only unconsti- 
tutional, but was without precedent. in. our 
eountry, and contrary to all precedent in 
England. He exposed in avery eomplete 
manner. the fallacy of Mr. THuRMAN’s ab- 
surd parallel between the power of the 
House of Commons over the public expen- 
ditures and that which the Democrats claim 
not.only for the Senate but for the House of 
* Representatives alone, whenever'the latter 
bodyshall choose to exercise it. Mr. Bsox, 
who is assuming considerable promirénce 
as a leader on the Democratic side, criti- 
. eised Mr. Hoar’s speech as an attempt to 
bolster up the President in a veto of legis- 
lation which had not been presented to him. 
But the criticism came with bad grace from 
the Senator. from Kentucky, because that 
gentleman himself, at the last session, an- 
nounced specifically, and with some brava- 
do, precisely the course on which Mr. Hoar 


- pommented, 


—_—_—_— 
/ Now that Jonny C. Boron is elected Sec- 
tetary of the Senate, we hear dreadful 
stories affecting his reputation. It is charged 
that, as an influential Democratic editor in 
Tennessee, he was ‘bribed to throw the in- 
fluence of his newspaper in such a way that 


> ppeculators in State securities could make 


ig 


money,for themselyes and for him. And, 
worse than this, if possible, it is alleged 
“that, having hired the State Controller to 
resign, he succeeded to the office, and made 
a fortune by “ bulling” and “ bearing” Ten- 
nesssee securities, as a smart Controller 
long been 
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are bound to give the $8,000,000 author- 
ized by law to build the bridge ; it has.al- 
ready been carried far toward completion ; 
the question of its effect on the currents of 
the East River, on the passage of vessels, 
-and on the business of the port were de- 
cided by competent authority before the 
| Work was begun. It would be the merest 
folly to suspend operations now, and to 
leave the’ great towers as lasting monuments 
of Municipal inconsistency and imbecility. 
—_—_———— 


Oar Demoeratic brethren show a painful 
lack of ability to dwell together in unity. 
There is talk among them of impeaching 
their own elected Governor; there are 
threats of,impeaching our excellent Mayor ; 
and one set of Democrats are engaged in 
the effort to. put another set in prison, 
for breaking into and taking possession of 


.| the County Clerk’s office in the dead vast 


and middle of the night, The time has 
evidently come so impressively predicted by 
Joun KeE.ty about October, 1875: ‘If 
Tammany Hall is to fall, when it does fall 
you may have cause to fear for your liberties.” 
Tt is true that about that time Mr, Kenty 
was also predicting a sweeping majority for 
a County ticket which was beaten by 25,000 
votes ; it is also true that Mr. Ke.ty’s pre- 
dictions before and after the St. Louis Con- 
vention were not absolutely borne out by 
facts, and ‘when last Fall Mr. Ketiy said : 
“We are going to elect Mr Sonent, sure ; it 


ties; bat the Tammany ticket will win 
by a, very handsome figure,” it is obvious 
that Mr. Ketty was talking nonsense. It 
is just possible that when Mr, Keuuy talked 
in 1875 about the fall of Tammany and 
fear for ‘* your liberties,” he may have been 
thinking, like on oex-Sheriff, about the 
* liberties” of. the jail. 
SS 
THE SITUATION. 

The hesitancy of the Democratic ma- 
jority in Congress should’not be lost upon 
the Republicans. The willingness to wound 
is there, but the power to strike is not so 
well assured as it should be to give effect to 
the programme originally adopted.. In the 
Senate, where the ascendency is for the 
time complete, the disposition to carry mat- 
ters with a high hand is very plain, No 
‘one can mistake the temper or the purpose 
which practically denies the right to diseuss 
the policy proposed, and taunts the minority 
with their inability to resist the tactics that 
are to be employed. But in the House the 
situation is different. A majority of one is 
sufficiently efficacious on ordinary occa-° 
sions, when no trial of endurance or skill is 
impending. It is, however, too precarious 
to be depended on in an emergency. An 
abcident may destroy the decisive unit, 
and leave the braggart majority helpless. 
Hence the uncertainty and caution which 
paralyze the party in that body and unfit 
it for the revolutionary task assigned 
it in the late session. There would be little 
difficulty in going through the performance 
as prescribed if Mr. Ranpatt had behind 
him @ partisan support as strong relatively 
as that possessed by his friends in the other 
chamber. The machine might then be 
“yun” without risk or ‘anxiety. Now, this 
confidence is unattainable, and in conse- 
quence we hear of all sorts of devices for 
hiding the party’s weakness, and enabling 
it to gain by finesse that which it might fail 
to obtain by the exercise of brute force. To 
this cireumstance, and not to the growth of 
moderation, may be ascribed the suddenly- 
developed partiality for compromise which 
distracts the councils of the party and re- 
‘veals its appreciation of difficulties to be 
encountered. The tone of public opinion 

probably contributed to the change. 

after all, the lack of voting power in 
the House adequate to the execution of the 
more violent plan must be regarded as the 
main cause of the want of nerve which has 
evidently more to do with the altered atti- 
tude of the party than aught else, Demo-. 


| cratic managers rarely pay homage to mod- 


doubts as to their ability to defy it. 
of duty which is before the Republicans. 
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entertain the compromise scheme which has 
been promulgated as proof of the Demo- 
cratic willingness to make concessions. 
There. is no efficacy in & virtue which is the 
produet of inability to be wicked. And in 
this instance, moreover, the virtue is not 
even plausible. All the coneessions pro- 
posed affect the form of the controversy 
merely; they leave the substance un- 
touched. 


Nor is it worth while at this stage of the 
business to discuss the possible action of 
the President on the occurrence of the con- 
tingency which may be looked for if the 
Democrats attempt to enforce their preten- 
sions. Unfortunately, the country’s ex- 
perience of Mr. Haves does not warrant ab- 
solute confidence either in the soundness or 
the inflexibility of his purposes. Whether 
the conflicting rumors respecting him 
have or have not any foundation in 
fact, we are not yet prepared to believe that 
any consideration of expediency, grow- 


the Government, will lead him to hesti- 
tate when the duty devolves upon him. 
This, however, is certain: Any speculation 
in relation to the President’s action should 
not in the slightest degree modify the plans 
of the Republicans in either house. Refus- 
ing to entertain the Democratic compromise, 
they are obviously bound to withstand all 
efforts predicated on the possibility of final 
betrayal. Happen what may, the contest 
now begun by the Democrats will not soon 


be ended. It will outlive the special session. | 


What Republicans have meanwhile to do is 
to set forth their principles and to stand by 


them. 
SS 


FIRE INSURANCE BUSINESS. 


About.a year ago, in reviewing the state- 
ments made by the fire insurance eompa- 
nies doing business in this State of their 
work for the year 1877, we expressed the 
opinion that unless the fire losses of the 
current year were ex¢eptionally small, the 
exhibit made by the companies on the ist 
of January, 1879, would be an exceedingly 
poorone. Fortunately for the shareholders 
of these corporations, the year 1878 did 
not produce its average of fire losses, and 
thus instead of realizing the pressure of 
a gradual decline in rates of premium, 
the insurance companies have been able to 
balance their lessened receipts by their 
lessened loss account, and, by reducing the 
amount paid out in expenses and dividends, 
have nearly made good the shrinkage which 
must have taken place in their invest- 
ments.. As whole, therefore, the compa- 
nies stood on the 1st of January, 1879, in 
very nearly the same financial condition 
that they did twelve months Previous to 
that date. But though the results attained 
by the business of these two past years does 
not vary greatly, the’ methods by which 
these ends were reached are widely dissimi- 
lar, and as the present year in its volume 
of fire loss promises, if one may judge by 
the first two months, to resemble 1877 


while to consider them somew hat in detail, 
for the purpose of forming some conclusion 
as tothe immediate future of the fire insu- 
rance business. 

In round numbers, the assets of the com- 
panies doing business in this State were; on 
Jan. 1,1878, $145,000,000, and the same 
figures may be given for their combined 
wealth at the first of the’present year. This, 
itis true, is only approximately correct, as 
several companies have either withdrawn 
from the State, or have ceased operations ; 
butasthe capital stock of others has been in- 
creased, these changes do not materially in- 
terfere with any deductions that may be 
drawn. The liabilities of the companies, 
chiefly made up of their reinsurance funds, 
was, on Janu. 1, 1878, $43,200,000; and 
on Jan, 1, 1879, $42,500,000, showing a 
decrease in this particular of about 
$700,000. From this it would ap- 
pear that if the same rates of 
premium were obtained during the 
two years, no marked change had been 
made in the outstanding fire risks for which 
‘at each period they were responsible. But 
this idea is wholly upset when it is found 
that the premium receipts in 1878 were 
$4,300,000 less than they were in 1877. 
In other words, the com panies have now at 
risk a considerably larger amount than they 
hada yearago, and yet they were obliged 
to do this. business Tien Cenlanten Ps 


- On Jan. 1, 1878, the companies reported | 
losses amounting to $32,000,000, but 
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sets, or make farther reductionsin their 


form of saying is one which stockholders 
woitld not be likely to favor. A few weeks 


‘| ago it was thought that the eompanies 


might come'together, and by sinking their 
pig, a differences agree upon some plan 
for onions action, but corporate ri- 
valry proved too strong for the success of 
this project, and now the chances are that 
the competition which has been going on 


for two. years or more will be continued, | 
and that the 1st of January, 1890, will find 


the number of contpanies whose assets per- 
mit them to do business in this State nota 
little smaller than it now is. 


LT 
CHILI AND BOLIVIA. 
Well-wishers of the South American Re- 
publies are continually foreed to regret that 
these countries expend so much of their 
time and energy in domestic dissension or 
foreign war. Were there a Temple of 
Janus in that half of our hemisphere, 
surely its gates would never be closed. 
From year’s end to year’s end one or other 
of the little States is at war with its neigh- 
bor or else divided against itself. Hardly o 
day in the calendar passes. without some 
such strife, somewhere on the continent, 
external or internal—quite without regard, 
too, to the truth that war is a luxury to be 
sparingly indulged in even by nations with 
full treasuries, good credits, and surplus 
populations. 
Several years ago, Chili and Bolivia made 
a treaty, under which it was agreed that 
the nitrate works at Antafogasta and other 
points in Bolivia, which are mainly owned 
by Chilians and wogked on Chilian capital’ 
and account, should be exempt for twenty- 
five years from all except municipal taxa- 
tion. This treaty obligation was respected 
until & short time ago, when Bolivia laid an 
export duty on all nitrates sent from the 
country, The ground of this act was. that 
the treaty with Chili had been made by a 
revolutionary Government, whose acts 
could not be acknowledged as valid by the 
existing and lawful Government of Bolivia. 
The owners of the nitrate works refused to 
pay the tax, Some of them and their 
agents were arrested; .others in Anta- 
fogasta took refuge on. a. power- 
ful -Chilian iron-clad lying in the 
harbor, and an appeal for justice was 
made to the Chilian Government. The lat- 
ter was not tardy in sending an indignant 
remonstrance to the Government at La Paz, 
and, as this was followed up by pushing the 
iron-clad Admiral Cochran to the Bolivian 
coast to. aid her mate, the Blanco Eucalada, 
Bolivia, though hastily preparing for war, 
began also to reflect. Before long, Sefior 
Vipeua, the Chilian Minister at La Paz, was 
able to telegraph to his Government that 
Bolivia, out of respect’to Chili’s urgent de- 
mands, had suspended the collection of the 
export tax on nitrates, which amounted to 
perhaps $100,000. But, coupled with that 
act, came the announcement that Bolivia 
had rescinded the contracts of the nitrate 
companies, and should henceforth regard 
the nitrate deposits as national property. 
This was a concession with a vengeance. 
Palpably, the Chilians, in whose behalf 
their Government had intervened, were 
worse off than before, They could have 
paid the tax, although they had refused to 
do so, under the treaty guarantee that there 
should be none; but the new act of Bolivia 
was equivalent, it is claimed, to confiscat- 
ing all the capital laid out in establishing 
the works, and some accounts place this as 
high as four million dollars. If there was 
pecuniary ground enough for war before, 
there was now forty times as much. Chili 
at once pushed forward. military and naval 
forees to the scene. As is well known, 
Bolivia has. but a short strip of sea- 
coast at best, and on this the only first-class. 
port is Cobija, which has little commerce 
and less resources. It was the work of a 
few days for the Chilian fleet, which is, per- 
haps, the best on the Pacific coast, to block- 
ade, not only Cobija, but also Mexillones, 
on the bay of that name, Antafogasta, and 
Caracoles. Quickly, also, a thousand Chil- 
ian soldiers of the regular Army were land- 
ed, and to them, asa nucleus, rallied the 
Chilian workmen and residents in the whole 
nitrate territory, who, being armed and or- 
ganized, made the total land foree, it is said, 
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gard to the taxes was that Chili,in the same 
treaty, renounced certain claims to, the 
ownership of the very territory in ques- 


draw from her part of thé treaty and still 
hold Chili to hers. 

Our purpose, however, was not to argue 
the question at, issue, but rather to state 
how it arose, and to show how ominous it is 
of war.. A more hopeful possibility is sug- 
gested by recent intimations that thus far 
Peru’s message to Chili has not been.a de- 
cided protest, but rather an offer of media- 
tion ;.and it is believed also by some that 
the extent of Chili’s hostile operations on 
the Bolivian coast may have been some- 
what exaggerated in the earlier tidings. 

Le 


A NEW-ENGLAND ROMANCE. 


Some excitement was caused in a New- 
England city, the other day, by. the dis- 
covery that s young lady had eloped with 
her father’s coachman, An elopement im- 
plies a clandestine marriage. In this case 
the marriage was secret because it was as- 
sumed that the contract would not meet 
with the approval of the parents of the 
bride. Conventionally, there was a. dis- 
parity in the so-called -social positions of 
the bride and bridegroom which rendered 
the... unidén presumptively objectionable 
to the family of the young lady. 
Therefore, assuming that they would 
object, the young people eloped. Social 
distinctions are notoriously false distine- 
tions. If a young lady loves a handsome 
and winsome young fellow, shall she refase 
to be his bride because of his occupation? 
If he were a pirate, a distiller of illicit 
whisky, ot a keeper of a faro-bank, she 
might wellhesitate. But, in the ease before 
us, he isa coachman. He drives the fiery 
steeds of an ex-Governor.. It is not even al- 
leged that he drives them ill. Nor isit said 
that he is an alien, unfamiliar with the tra- 
ditions. of New-England society: On the 
contrary, he is not only handsome, intelli- 
gent, and.of a pleasant address, but of 
American parentage. Or, as one of our own 
correspondents puts it, he is‘‘a fellow of 
uncommonly good personal appearance and 
pleasing manners, and his parents, being 
natives here, are respectable people.” 
Why, then, call him “fellow”? The worst 
that ean be said of him, it is added, by way 
of explanation, is that he “was a hack- 
man.” 

This is a somewhat horrifying suggestion. 
The evil that men dolivesafter them, and the 
evilthat men do as hackmen lives after their 
having been hackmen. Here was a young 
lady who had run away with and married— 
not.so much a coachman as a man who had 
been a haékman. Are hackmen, then, so 
profligate and immoral that a marriage with 
one of the fraternity is reckoned a calamity 
in New-England ex-Gubernatorial fami- 
lies? . New-York hackmen are justly con- 
sidered to be the worst of their 
race. Yet we have known a New-York 
hackman to return a ten-dollar bill, given 
by mistake for a note of smaller denomina- 
tion. And (to the honorof the ¢raft be it 
recorded) we have heard of a New-York 
hackman who, when: invited by a com- 
passionate patron, of a cold night, to 
take ‘something warming,” politely but 


firmly declined, saying to - the  dis- 
comfited Good Samaritan: ‘‘I never 
drink, Cap.” Then, again, though 


the clandestine bridegroom may have 
been once.addicted to all the unnamed vices 
which may characterize the New-England 
hackman, he may have reformed. There 
was once @ New-England hackman—an 
alien—who confessed to his priest that he 
had a chance to kill a Baptist and didn’t 
do. it. Possibly, the handsome young 
ex-hackman who has run away with the 
Connecticut Desdemona was never even 
tempted so much. It is even likely that 
he never exacted a dollar when the legal 
fare was fifty cents, or swore that he had 
driven a mile when he had only driven half 
amile. We protest, then, against the in- 
jurious epithet of ‘ fellow,” as applied to a 
a handsome young man of pleasing address, 
fine personal appearance, American parent- 
age, and reformed hack-driving habits. 

Sir Joseph Porter, K. C. B., the central 
figure of a musical comedy of present popu- 
larity, has informed us that love levels all 
ranks, and that the heart beats as fondly in 


|} the forecastle as on the quarter-deck. True, 


the First Lord of the Admiralty repudiates 





_| the gross amount of their fees, The Governor ex. 


tion, and that hence Bolivia cannot with- | 
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render 


' pressed his warm approval of this bill when ip first 
reached him, but the State officers affected regarded it 
as an impertinent interference with their affairs, and 


public. Another bill, reducing the emoluments. of 
the Chancellor and Justiees of the Supreme Court, 
and providing for quarterly reports of their fees, has 
also failed to receive the Governor’s approval. A third 
act, to pay the County Prosecutors: salaries instead 
of tees, a most popular measure, has likewise eaused 
Gov. MoCLELLAN much embarrassnfent, because 
he does not believe in trasting the Boards of Chosen 
Fresholders, elected by the people, with the power 
of fixing the salaries, and because it would reduce 
the compensation of certain of his appointees. The 
Governor has scarcely lived long enough in New-Jer- 
sey to thoroughly comprehend the public sentiment 
of the State. 

The First Lord of the Admiralty has laid be- 
fore Parliament the estimates for the British Navy 


for the ensuing year. Excluding supplementary 
appropriations, the amount expended in 1877-8 
amounted to $54,859,000, and for 1878-9 to $55,- 
269,400, This latter estimate was raised, however, 
to $60,700,000 during last year. The sum asked 
for this year is close on to $53,000,000. It apnears 
from the returns upon which the estimates are based 
that at this moment the number of men borne upon 
the fleet is 54,684, while there ara, besides, 3,934 
men in the Coast-guard service ashore and afloat. 
Altogether, the personnel of the British Navy should 
be, as nearly as possible, 60,000, counting in the 
boys and the sailors employed in manning the troop- 
ships of the Indian Government. The total number 
of vessels of the fleet on the Ist of December, 1878, 

was 255, and of these 131 were serving in various 

parts of the world. The number of vessels in course 
of construction at this moment is 37, and the 

amount of work that the Admiralty. proposes 
to get through during the next twelvemonth 

is to build 12,151, tons at the Royal Dock- 
yards, and 3,127 at private yards. Taking 
ageuveral review of this report, we find that the 
vessels building and completing for sea comprise 9 
fron clads, 8 corvettes, 1 dispatch-boat, 6 composite 
sloops, 3 composite gun-boats, 4 iron gun-boats, 2 
steel gun-bdoats, and 4 other craft. <A feature which 
is undergoing rapid development in the British Navy 
is that of employing steel in the construction of 
ships of al) sizes. Deck-plating is now in all in- 
stances made of steel, and the ribs and beanis of 
British ships are being to a large extent constructed 
of this material. Steel is also making its appear- 
ance in the form of armor, iron plates faced with 
steel having been lately adopted for the turreta of 
the Jnflexible, thereby reducing, the requisite thick- 
ness of the plates from 18 to 16 inches, thus effect- 
inga very usefal diminution of weight. But while 
the English have the largest and most powerful fleet, 
the Italians are still a step in advance in the matter 
of guns: Thetr ambition is shown by the fact that 
they are building ships to carry thicker armor as 
well as heavier guns than those of the British Navy. 








Considerable comment has been made, not 
unnaturally, on the offer, by a religious weekly here 
of a pistol for a premium to.subscribers. It is often 
thought that the Church is necessarily peaceful; but 
it has always claimed to be militant. Why, then, 
should not an organ of orthodoxy distribute deadly 
weapons to its patrons? The weekly in question 
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says on this subject. that it, anticipated some 
sharp criticisms on its novel proposal, but that 
it had had only four complainte—one from 
a Quaker, one from a clergyman, and two from 
mothers. The journal explains that it has not sent 
any pistols to minors, nor has it beon asked to do so. 
The average number of pistols sent, it adds, has 
been 2. out of every 7 to laymen, and 5 ont of 
every 7 to clergymen, showing that divines feel 
the need of arms more than ordinary mortals. Its 
orders have been chiefly from the West, the South, 
(we should not suppose that the South needs any 
more weapons,) from Kansas, Nebraska, and 
Washington Territory. The weekly wishes it 
understood that the pistol is given for de- 
fensive purposes merely, and cites the many in- 
stances of burglaries in the heart of the Metropolis 
to prove how serviceable, if not indispensable, the 
pistol is.. Olergymen are as liable as anybody to be 
attacked by hizhwaymen in the street or by burglars 
athome ; and then they are a constant prey to book- 
agents and black-mailers, who would probably be 
deterred from their nefarious designs if it wore 
known that they go armed. Pistols are not bad 
things for preachers or subscribers to one religious 
journal, since the fact that they are subscribers— 
much as it onght to count in their favor—does not 
prevent them from solicitation to subscribe to an- 
other. 


Although irrigation is essential to horticul- 
ture, and even to agriculture, in Southern Califor- 
nia. its use is little understood and its management 
is generally misdirected there. Its facilities are so 
Mmited that a large part of the southern counties of 
the State mast. always be devoted to pasturage of 
eattle and making of honey. Except on lines of 
streams, on small spaces of wet lands, and on frri- 
gated spots, which are as oases in a desert, the en- 
tire region is a treeless expanse of valley, platesu, 





tive when water is applied; but water cannot be 
had in any qaaftity even by irrigation, on account 
of the few and generally small streams.: In respect 
to water, the southern counties range thus: San 
Bernadino, Los Angeles, and San Diego, though 
none of them is sufficiently watered. Water is, in- 
deed, the great need of that quarter of the State, 
and its lack of supply is the. cause of continual 
quarrels and litigation. Few persons have the 
water they require, and those who have the most 
are dissatisfied. The : is endless con- 
tention, over-irrigation agriculturists, and 
wanton waste of water by others: The water 
laws are peculiar and unjust, and sorely need 
amendment. Riparian rights do not extend to the 
prineipal artificial water-courses, or ranjas, as they 
‘ere termed. The owner of many acres bordering on 
or intersected by these courses may have the 


| tight only to use water for his stock or his house- 


held. The water may be wasted; may evaporate, or 
be absorbed by the soil; still, it cannot be turned 
| to profit. Many thousands of acres, therefore, either 
le fallow or are emp for pastarage, when by 
judicious handling might be rendered fertile. 
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conveying by signaling the purpose of a commander 
or the intention of some special mancuvre are at 
present clumsy in the extreme, and altogether inef- 
fective where time presses, and the method is liable 
to fail, In view of all the circumstances, it. hay 
been proposed that an international criminal code 
shall recognize and enforce by penal sanctions the 
regulations of navigatior, the laws which professed. 
ly determine the course to be taken by ships ap- 
vroaching one another within limits of possible 
peril) These rules are well known to all, and what 
| is required now is toirsure the punishment of whom- 
soever violates them. : 





4A CARD FROM BARON GRANT. 
—_-—~>——— 
To thé Editor of the New-York Times : 

A friend in your City has sent me yom - 
paper of 17th ult,, which contains a paragraph 
in reference to myself and my affairs, which 
éalls for a few wordsfrom me, 

An ardent admirer of Americans and Amert 
ean character, I am unwilling to allow eriti- 
cisms to pass unchalienged whieh sre evidently 
written in error, but which none the less are 
ealeulated to detract from my reputation with 
citizens of the United States, among whom I 
number many acquaintances. 

Having been a newspaper proprietor, I know 
how easily misstatements creep into articles, 
and how difficult it is for editors at all times, 
in the high pressure of a crowded paper, to 
check every statement made. 

Believing no animus to exist. on your part I 
do not,hesitate to do what ordinarily [refrain 
from, viz.: Contradict the points I complain‘of 
so far as they relate to incorrect facts. These 
are: 

1, That I have failed for millions. 

My total unsecured debts do not exceed 
£250,000. 

2. That T have ‘‘purchased” boronghs to si? 
in Parliament. 

T have never sat but for one borough—Kic& 
derminster—for which place I have twice been 
elected, and have never bought my seat. 

3. That I have spent ‘‘ most of my time” on 
the. Continent, 

Except for two years at school to learn: the 
French language, and occasional Autumn pleas- 
ure trips of afew. days, I have not spent six 
months on business in France during the whole 


of my life, and a more thorough John Bull in 
heart arid sentiment does not exist than my- 


self. 
4,-That I ‘‘contrived” to get the title of 


ron. 
As President of tlie Milan Improvements 
Company, which built the Victor Emmanuel 


Gallery at Milan, (doubtless known te 
tmhany. of. your readers.) I was spon 
taneously, by the late King . - Victor 


Emmanuel, made an Hereditary Baron. as the 

tent states, *‘ rio mote” on the part of 

is Majesty, and further made a Commander 
of'the Order of St. Maurice and Lazare. 

As to the adjectives you have placed on 
record in connection with my reputation, while 
recognizing your compliments on the score of 
ability, I cannot but think if you knew the sub- 
ject of your article yon would have hesitated to 
have peanem ee one who lays not only claim to, 
butis recognized by those who know him to pos- 
sess; the hichest sense of honor, whether in 
reference to domestic, social, political, or busi- 
ness ‘relations, and who, in a word, lays claim 
to being in the best sense of the word an Eag- 
lish gentleman. 

I have never yet had the happiness of visit- 
ing your great country, but if, as I trust, ere 
long the opportunity should present itself, I 
look forward to convince you personally that 
the writer is very different to the ideal person- 


age = have He Sasa 

I hope you will see by the pains I am here 
taking to remove an erroneous impression, not 
porn mp: your mind, but on your large and influ- 
éntial number of readers, how much store is 
set on your and their good opinion by 

ALBERT GRANT. 
No. 91 Vicrorta-streeT, Wesrminster, §. 
W., Wednesday, March 5, 1879. 


——_+ 





GENERAL NOTES. 


—_——_~—_——_. - 
A paper in Central Massachusetts prints 3 
pageful of advertisements of farms for sale. 


Hon. Leverett Saltonstall is said to have re 
#igned the Chairmanship of the Massachusetts Dem 
ocratic State Committee, 


A 16-foot share was thrown ashore neat 
Poin: Shirley, Boston Harbor, a day or two ago, and 
was killed by the excited residents. 

The friends of the young Baltimore lady 
with whom Lient. Fletcher, of the Navy, eloped, 
have not heard from her since she left her home. 


Gov. McCreary, of Kentucky, will return to 

Richmond, that State, upon his retirement from 
office, and has already parchased a costly residence 
there. 
Colutibus Upson, whom the Deniocrats of 
the Sixth District of Texas nave nominated for Con- 
gress, was born in this State, but as he served as 
Colonel in the rebel Army, is probably thought by 
the Texas Democrats to have properly atoned fos 
that error. 


A Maine paper relates that an Elisworth man 
visited one of the logging camps, and on leaving 
forgot his mittens. He did not miss them until « 
mile away: He wrote a note and gave it to his dog, 
with instructions to go back to the camp and give it 
to the eook, which he did, and returned. in a very 
| short time with the mittens in his mouth. ; 

Jefferson Davis has had a full-length por- 
trait of himself painted, in the clothes he says he 
wore when captured. We are told that ‘‘ the loose 
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¢ ng effect.” Evidently be 
of his wife’s clothes in addition. 
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